
 
 

Quick Look at the AR Presently Impacting the Pacific Northwest 
Updated: 10 December 2025 

 

The atmospheric river (AR) presently impacting the Pacific Northwest will continue to produce 
very heavy precipitation in western Washington today into early tomorrow, leading to potentially 
historic riverine flooding. 

Forecast Highlights: 

●​ The forecast position of the AR has shifted slightly north over the last two days, which has 
altered precipitation and streamflow forecasts over Washington. In addition, a longer duration 
of moderate-to-strong AR conditions (IVT 500–1000 kg m-1 s-1) is now expected to continue 
through Thu 11 Dec. 

●​ The NWS Weather Prediction Center (WPC) 48-hr precipitation forecasts for the period 
ending 4 AM PT Fri 12 Dec emphasize the shift in precipitation as the highest totals in 
Monday’s forecast over the central and southern Washington Cascades and Oregon Coast 
Ranges have shifted north to the Olympic Peninsula and the central and northern Washington 
Cascades. 

●​ The WPC is forecasting 5–8 in. over the central and northern Washington Cascades and 3–5 
in. over the Olympic Peninsula for the 48 hour period ending 4 AM PT Fri 12 Dec. 

●​ Freezing level forecasts have also trended higher over the Washington Cascades with the 
northward shift of the AR. As a result, nearly all of the precipitation is expected to fall as 
rain, exacerbating the streamflow response and potential for major flooding in western 
Washington. 

●​ The NWS Northwest River Forecast Center (NWRFC) is forecasting 15 gauges to exceed 
major flood stage and four gauges to break their record flood stage in the next 24 to 48 hours. 
Increases of 5–10 feet are forecast for many gauges in western Washington, with several 
gauges forecast to see an increase of 15+ feet. 

●​ One such gauge, the Skagit River near Concrete, is forecast to rise nearly 20 feet in the next 
24 hours, and the Skagit River near Vernon gauge is forecast to exceed the record flood stage 
by ~4 feet. Approximately 80% of West-WRF ensemble members are forecasting 24-hour 
precipitation totals of 4+ in. by 12Z Thu 11 Dec in the vicinity of the Skagit River.  

●​ Evacuation orders have already been issued for the surrounding area. Visit the Skagit County 
Incident Information page for further information regarding the flooding threat  

 
 

  
 
 

Stay alert to official NWS forecasts, watches, and warnings at 
weather.gov and monitor local emergency management 

communications for updates in your area. 
 

 

https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/EmergencyInformation/main.htm
http://weather.gov


 

  

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
Additional Considerations: 
Visit https://www.weather.gov/nwrfc/  for specific river and stream forecasts and 
https://www.weather.gov/ for point specific forecasts. 
In-depth AR forecasts products can be found here:     Update by M. Steen 
http://cw3e.ucsd.edu/iwv-and-ivt-forecasts/ msteen@ucsd.edu 
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